
they were researching their 
book.

A section of one of the 
Bostin Heroes stories, which 
is produced online by Donato 
Esposito’s Bostin Group, has 
been included in Introducing 
English Language by 
University of Nottingham 
academics Professor Peter 
Stockwell, professor of liter-
ary linguistics, and Louise 
Mullany, associate professor 
of sociolinguistics.

Donato said he was thrilled 
when publisher Routledge 
approached him for permis-
sion to use an extract in the 
book.

The authors wanted to use a 
different approach to discuss-
ing solidarity in language – 
and found the Bostin Heroes 
comic the ideal platform to 
do that.

The online comic strip, 

written by Matthew Craig 
and illustrated by Sutton 
Coldfield-based Jack Davies, 
was launched almost two 
years ago and remains 

produced on a shoestring. 
“I’ve always been a fan of 

graphic novels and superhe-
roes and wanted one that was 
set in the West Midlands,” 
says Donato, who runs the 
Black Country-based Bostin 
Group.

“I came across Matthew 
and Jack and we started 
using blogging platforms to 
produce the stories. When the 
first story was completed, we 
published it in comic form 
and took it to the British 
International Comic Show at 
the NEC.

“It was after that I was 
approached about using an 
extract in the text book. I was 
absolutely amazed, but am 
proud to think that our story 
has been used to illustrate the 
Black Country dialect.

“It felt very strange when 
I got the book in my hands 

and saw it there but it is very 
exciting, too. I started Bostin 
Heroes with no experience or 
funding.

“It is great fun to do, 
but hard work. Having it 
included in an academic book 
like this is great recognition 
for us.”

The book has already been 
published in the USA and 
Canada to critical acclaim 
among English language 
experts and is now available 
in the UK.

Donato will be taking the 
Bostin Heroes to the British 
International Comic Show at 
Thinktank, Birmingham on 
October 16-17, when the next 
print edition of the comic 
will be available to buy.

For more details about 
Bostin Heroes, visit http://
www.bostinheroes.com
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A COMIC strip that features 
the Black Country dialect 
has been included in an 
English language textbook 
for college students.

The Bostin Heroes graphic 
novel , which is set in the 
West Midlands and features 
four super heroes who says 
such familiar phrases as 
“owamya”, was picked up 
by two academics when 

 Linguistics experts sign up Black Country super heroes strip for English text book 
by Jayne Howarth

l OWAMYA: An extract of the comic using local dialect.

l Donato Esposito.

It’s a bostin’ 
comic caper


